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Kalanka (6931m) is one of the peaks that comprise the outer rim of the 
Nanda Devi sanctuary and lies just to the east of Changabang in the Indian 
Garhwal. The first ascent of the mountain was made by Ikuo Tanabe’s 
four-member Kamiichi-Hosokai expedition from Japan in 1975. They 
approached the Rishi Ganga gorge, crossed over Shipton’s Col to gain the 
col and climbed the west ridge. The summit was reached by Noriaki Ikeda, 
Tsuneo Kouma, Kazumasa Inoue and Tanabe on 3 June. Two years later 
a 14-member Czechoslovak expedition, led by Frantisek Grunt climbed 
the right side of the face to the col between Changabang and Kalanka and 

repeated the west ridge. Jozef Raconcaj and Ladislav Jon reached the 
summit on 20 September.

Over the last decade, the north face direct had been attempted several 
times by some of the world’s strongest climbers and yet still remained 
unclimbed when we three Giri-Giri Boys, Fumitaka Ichimura, Kazuaki 

Garhwal Himalaya.
We descended to the cache at 6600m that 

day and regained our base camp before dawn 
on 8 October. Our adventure was complete 
and we left base camp two days later. It was 
time to go home.

Summary: An account of the first ascent of the south-east face of Kamet 
(7756m) in the Garhwal Himalaya, India by Kazuya Hiraide and Kei 
Taniguchi, 26 September – 7 October 2008. Samurai Direct 1800m M5+ 
AI5.
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Amano and myself, approached 
the mountain at the end of August 
2008. In 2001 Americans, Carlos 
Buhler and Jack Roberts made the 
first unsuccessful attempt on the 
elegant central (north) spur. Two 
years later another American 
team, the late Sue Nott and John 
Varco, climbed the lower part of 
the spur, then used a portaledge 
to fix ropes through the vertical 
to overhanging central barrier 
(M6), completing all the techni-
cal difficulties and bivouacking at 
6,550m before being forced down 
by storm. Buhler returned in 2004 
with Sandy Allan and John Lyall 
but the attempt failed at around 
6,000m. In 2007 Nick Bullock 
and Kenton Cool tried another 
tack, climbing the big snow and 
ice slopes of the north-east face 
left of the spur, only to be defeat-
ed on the crest of the east ridge at 
more than 6,300m.

We arrived at our base camp 
at 4500m on the Bagini glacier 
on 1 September. As we couldn’t 
find any suitable slopes in the 
vicinity of base camp, we had 
to acclimatize on an unnamed 
5800m peak to the south of Saf 
Minal. Even after our acclimati-Even after our acclimati-
zation period I remained worried 
about my condition. I had suffered 
various symptoms of high altitude 
sickness on the upper slopes and 
was unsure of my strength. But I 
had to overcome my uneasiness 
if we were to achieve our goal of 
the north face.

We left base camp each with 
a 30kg sack and reached ABC 
at 5100m on 14 September. The 
face still looked severe though 
I felt we were not being totally 

61. Yusuke Sato on the long traversing 
pitch, Day 2.

62. Steep mixed terrain on  
Kalanka’s north face.



T h e  A l p i n e  J o u r n A l  2 0 0 966

refused. Next day we began by a roundabout route to the left as the lower 
slabs were covered by unstable snow. We climbed cautiously on mixed 
terrain with poor protection. Unable to find any natural bivvi platform, we 
dug a tiny ledge on a snow spur at 6000m at the late hour of 9pm.

On the 16th we made a long, almost horizontal traverse to the right, 
below the upper rock walls, to gain the crest of the central spur and the 
direct line to the summit. For much of the day we were simul climbing and 
there was no time for rest or to eat or drink. The night was spent sitting on a 
tiny 50cm ledge at 6100m. Next day we were on steep mixed terrain (M5+) 
that we thought the crux of our route. It began snowing and the climbing 

63. (Above) 
‘Hotel Kalanka’ at 
6600m where the 
trio sat out three 
days of storms.

64. 
‘Climbing became a  
struggle in minimum 
visibility.’ Kazuaki 
Amano follows on  
Day 3.
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became a struggle in minimum visibility. 
At nightfall we dug a ledge for our small 
tent at 6550m and fell asleep at 1am on 18th.

Three hours later we were awake again 
but snowfall prevented us leaving the tent 
until 8:30am. After one and a half pitches 
we found a better terrace at 6600m and there 
set up our small tent. We called it ‘Hotel 
Kalanka’ and we were to be locked in here 
for three long days as snowstorms battered 
the face. I lay in a damp sleeping bag and 
ate only tiny amounts of mashed potatoes – 
just 20g a day as ‘brunch’. We had brought 
food and fuel for only five days. Altitude, 
low temperatures, exhaustion and lack of 
food weakened us but somehow we held 
up.

On the evening of the 21st we saw a small 
patch of blue sky and thought that maybe 
tomorrow, we would be able to resume 
our climbing. Next day – our eighth on the 
face – we woke before dawn but the snow 
was still falling and once again forced us 
back into damp sleeping bags. However 
the snowfall grew lighter and at 9am we 
launched our summit bid.

Only 300m remained between our 
‘hotel’ and the summit, but after four 
hours of struggle in deep snow up a gully 
we had gained only 150m. We realized 
how weakened we were after three days’ 
confinement. We had to reduce our gear to speed up our climbing. With 
only a thermos and a waist bag, we pushed on up the last 150m of the face 
and reached the summit at 6pm. 

We rappelled in a hurry using headtorches and reached the tent at 
6600m at 10pm to spend our fourth night at ‘Hotel Kalanka’ without any 
food. We descended to advance base next day and ate and drank our fill. 
Twenty-four hours later we picked out the light in our base camp through 
the mist and darkness. We had been 11 days on the mountain with just five 
days of food and it would be another three days before we were sufficiently 
recovered to go and bring down advanced base.

Summary: An account of the first ascent of Bushido, (1800m, M5+), 
the direct, central spur on the north face of Kalanka (6931m), Garhwal 
Himalaya, India, alpine style by Fumitaka Ichimura, Kazuaki Amano and 
Yusuke Sato, 14-24 September 2008. 
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